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From our President How it went
by Heidi Goldstein

Senior Community Library Manager

continued on Page 8 continued on Page 2

The first part of 2021 was spent using the "Front 
Door Service" concept. 
 The community of El Cerrito loves its library. 
This was made abundantly clear during the era of Front 
Door Service from, from June 15, 2020 through April 
26, 2021, when Contra Costa County Libraries were 
closed to visitors inside the buildings because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. To provide our patrons with the 
library services they needed, we established a 
completely new routine.
 Our library community made the most of the 
recently improved CCCLIB.ORG website by using its 
impressive tools to find the items they wanted to read, 
listen to, or watch and put them on hold. We developed a 
process by which we could bundle these materials and 
have them available for pick up at the front door. 
Patrons would then come to the front door to pick up 

 Little did we know back in March 2020, 
when the Contra Costa Library system was closed 
from mid-March through mid-June because of the 
Covid-19 virus, what lay ahead. A period of zero 
service was replaced by Front Door Service on 
June 15, 2020. This new service, and approved 
Covid 19 safety protocols, allowed library patrons 
to place desired materials on hold and pick them up 
at the front door when they became available, with 
or without an appointment

 This period was, in turn, replaced by Grab-
and-Go Service on April 26, 2021. This service, 

th
which lasted until June 15 , allowed small numbers 
of patrons limited time access to the library for 
computer use, browsing for materials, and picking 
up holds, still following approved Covid 19 
protocols. Some limits on access still remain, and 
masking and other Covid-19 safety procedures 
remain in effect.
 (For more information on library operations in 
2021, see the article "How it went"  on page 1.)
 However, Covid-19 was not the only 
problem our library faced in 2021. Because of 
severe financial problems, the City Council, 
focused their attention on reducing spending and 

their materials, either, 
by appointment or just 
walking up.
 It became appar-
ent that there were days 
that we were the only 
people some of our 
patrons were seeing. 
This inspired us to 
regularly want to please 
our community even 
more. If we were their 
main human interaction 
for the day, it was going 
to be positive! 
 By the time we 

reopened our doors to 

the public on April 26, 
Julia Dragolovich and the plexiglass 
Covid19 front desk safety separator.
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    Before her retirement,      
Grace was a much loved 
and well known research 
librarian in the Contra 
Costa County Library 
System and worked for 25 
years at the El Cerrito 
Library. She was a long 
time Board member of the 
Friends of El Cerri to 
Library, serving as 

Chair for many years before stepping down early in 
2021.  
 She guided the Friends’annual book sales and, 
with help of dedicated volunteers, for whom she 
had  s t r ong  affec t i on ,  r a i s ed  funds  fo r 
programming, books, periodicals and other items 
for the El Cerrito Library. 
 She was also one of the founding Board 
members of the El Cerrito Library Foundation. In 
that position, she provided a strong influence to 
ensure that the Foundation did not encroach on the 
Friends’ traditional, well-earned roles, and that 
both organizations worked positively together in 
support of the library. She personally donated 
generously to both Friends and Foundation fund 
raising efforts.
 We at both the Foundation and the Friends will 
miss her gentle presence and voice at the Library  
and Board meetings, as well as her strong advocacy 
for all libraries.
  Thank you, Grace, and may you rest in peace 
eternal. 
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Front Door Service continued from Page 1

2021, we had the Front Door Service process mastered. 
I'm proud that we were able to continue to provide our 
community library services. Thank you for supporting 
us through this challenging time. If you hadn't been 
coming to get library materials, we would have had far 
too much time on our hands!  

 Note: Reading about the Front Door 
Service is one thing, but seeing it is another. Check 
out this staff produced video showing what it took 
each day to provide it!

https://tinyurl.com/FrtDr
The second part of 2021 was a lesson in flexibility 

overall. 

 Even after our doors were open again and the 

public was free to come inside, patrons faced 

restrictions to their normal use. During this new "Grab 

& Go" service, we could graciously invite patrons 

inside, but not have them stay for longer than an hour. 

Services included reference and account help, holds 
pick up, check outs and returns, copying and 
printing, and no more than one hour of computer 
use. This was a very temporary reduction in the 
number of services we offered, but luckily it didn't 
last too long. By the middle of June, we were free 
to have patrons in the library following posted 
Covid-19 safety protocols while the library was 
open.
 However, even though our doors were 
open, and people could come inside, it was not the 
same library our patrons knew and loved. We were 
facing a new challenge. Because of space and 
ventilation limitations, no indoor programing 
could be presented. Such favorites as Read-to-a-
Dog, Lunch-at-the-Library, Story Time (twice a 
week), a monthly Mystery Book Club, a Tween 
Book Club, all afterschool events and crafts, 
author readings, poetry slams, and so much more, 
could not be resumed. (See Charlie Cart article on 
page 3)
 However, library staff also was able to 
continue many of these loved events virtually on 
line through Zoom. Our Story Time heroes, Katy 
and Julia, got to participate in our countywide 
online Story Time Program. Staff also created a 
super crafty fun level take home program called 
"Take & Makes." These are kits with the contents 
to create the end piece. For example, we gave away 

brown lunch bags that had contact paper, a stencil, 
tissue paper, and our young patrons could choose 
the "snowperson" or the "snowflake" to create at 
home. These have provided our young patrons with 
something fun and creative while still giving them 
a piece of the library to have at home. 
 The passing of longtime library supporter 
and important El Cerrito resident, Grace MacNeill 
had a sad impact on the El Cerrito Library. Grace 
had been a regular presence at the branch and was 
known throughout the community. We miss you, 

Grace MacNeill 
1924-2021

Grace MacNeil at a 2018 
Library Gala.



Charlie 
Cart 
programs 
limited 
in 2021 by Covid-19
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 The El Cerrito library's Charlie Cart, 

affectionately dubbed Sir Charles by library staff, 

was funded by the El Cerrito Library Foundation 

in 2020, and library Staff began active 

programming soon thereafter.  
 A Charlie Cart is a self-contained mobile 

mini-kitchen on wheels with power, storage, and 

sink. It comes with all the tools and appliances 

you'll need to cook with students, hands-on lesson 

plans for grades K-5, and training and resources 

needed to maximize the Charlie Cart program. 

Organizations with Charlie Carts also have a 

forum for educators to share best practices and 

exchange ideas.
 Al though Covid-19 publ ic  heal th 
restrictions limited library access in 2021, Youth 
Services Team Librarian Katy Buder and Youth 
Services Team Assistant Julia Dragolovitch were 
able to record some programs with Sir Charles 
virtually. One program, JamBars ala "Charlie" 
carte  can  be  seen  on  YouTube:
      https://tinyurl.com/MyJamBars

 Sir Charles and his "staff" look forward to 
the time they can return to in-library programs.

Library staff makes Blueberry Jam Bars with Charlie Cart

An ECLF Earth Day 
Tradition Continues

. In 2015 the El Cerrito Library Foundation 
partnered with the Rotary Club of El Cerrito to 
hold an El Cerrito Earth Day event at the El 
Cerrito Library. Library work projects consisted 
of:

1) clearing ivy away from the building,    
 side walk, and trees and shrubs, 
2) spreading wood chip mulch in the cleared 

areas to slow ivy regrowth, 
3) light trimming of small trees and shrubs, 
4) trash and litter removal, 
5) trimming and weeding of native plant 

garden on the west side of the library.
 On April 24, 2021, this tradition was 
continued. The work crew, restricted to ECLF 
Board and family members following proper 
Covid 19 protocols,  was fewer than normal, but 
we were able to get the job done.
 ECLF would like to thank the El Cerrito
P u b l i c  w o r k s 
c rew work ing 
t h a t  d a y  f o r 
p rov id ing  t he 
w o o d  c h i p s , 
tools, and waste 
bags needed to 
g e t  o u r  w o r k 
done. They also 
c o l l e c t e d  a n d 
disposed of all the 
bags  of  g reen 
waste and trash 
we generated. 

(L to R): Amy Rogers, Al Miller, Tracy Logan, Rob Silva, Lucia 
Logan Silva, Tom Panas (Not shown -Gary Pokorny, Tom Rogers) 

Tracy Logan & daughter Lucia Logan Silva 

Photo by Tom Rogers 
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Thank You El Cerrito Library Foundation Donors!
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Jennie Chuang

Avis & Ron Codron

Marvin E. Collins

Patty Coluse

Martha Conklin & Roger Bales

Geline Covey

Steve & Juel Craig

Tally Craig

Kip Crosby

Martha Crowe

The Cunningham Family

Loraine A. Dair

N. de Jesus

Sandra Dellafiora

Ann DeRosa

Jim Dolgonas & Andi Kawai

Janet A. Duckart
         In memory of Gene Duckart

Lynn Duncan

Deborah Dunham

Georgina Edwards

David Styers & Chong Ee

City of El Cerrito 

El Cerrito Police Employees Assoc.

Lucille & Asher Eshrmann

Erin Everett

Renata Ewing

Thomas Addison & Selene Fabiano

Christy Feigenbutz & Lisa Leal

Michael Fischer

Jeanne Yoko & Gerald  Fitzpatrick

Gwen Fox

Friends of the Kensington Library

Friends of the El Cerrito Library 

Victoria Gilliland

Turn To The Wonderful Fund

Hok & Norma Gouw

Garrett Grant & Jennifer Sobol

Ellen Hagedorn

* Visionary:

All donors who gave $1,000 or 

more prior to the 2016 bond 

measure are marked with an 

asterisk. 

Benefactor $100,000 and up

Anonymous (1)

Sponsor $25,000 - $99,999

*Grace MacNeill

*Tom Panas & Family 
   In memory of Grace MacNeill

*Gary & Jean Pokorny

*Rotary Foundation of El Cerrito

Platinum $10,000 - $24,999

*East Bay Sanitary Co, Inc.

*The Freethy Family 

*Marlene Keller & Christian Fritz

*Ann Goolsby

*Barbara & Al Miller

*Nancy & Steven Poulos

*Amy & Thomas Rogers

Gold $1,000-$9,999

Anonymous (7)

Jeff Attwood & family

*Jane & Rich Bartke

*Peter Meyer & Cathy Bleier

*David & Liz Block

*Laurel Bray & Scott Hanin

Bob & Cindy Brittain

*Janet Bruce

Chateau Seaview Charitable
Fund at the East Bay 
Community Foundation

*Val Cuevas

*El Cerrito Community Garden
 Network 

*El Cerrito Historical Society

Paul & Michelle Fadelli

Dean L. Flint

Ron  &  Barbara  Forsstrom

*Mary A nn  Jawili

Greg  &  Mary  Lyman

*Kane  & T orayoshi  Maida

Aarin  Harris

*Liz  Ruhland  &  Josh  Miele

*Mixali &  M eli R obertelle

*Steve  & S ally S chroeder 

    In  memory  of A rt  &  Norma  Schroeder

*Frank &  M ichael S torno

William T hanhauser

Mary T yson

Susan  &  Harvey  Wittenberg
    In  memory  of  Harvey Wittenberg

 *Cathy  Goto  &  Carleton  Young

Nick  Zoa

Silver up to $999
Anonymous (48) including donations 

via Amazon  Smile, Benvity, or Network 

for Good 

Anonymous (2)

     In memory of Grace MacNeill

Janet Abelson

Buddy Akacic

Prachi Amin

Ted Landau & Naomi Auerbach

Joann Steck-Bayat & 

Hossain Bayat

Aylin Beyce

Eugene & Myrna Binnall

Rosemary Blaylock

Buddy Born/Bacstrom Import Co.

Mitchell & Silke Brendel-Evan

Jerold H. & Dianne P. Brenner

Charlotte Britton

Kathryn Brown

Betty Buginas

Lori Schweitzer & Steve
Caccamo

William G. Cain & Lucille F. Cain

Tom & Kazume Cain

Leah Carroll

Nancy Cayton



We could not have done it without you!

5

Tessa Rudnick

Rich Sandvick

Ruth Sasaki

Ingrid Schultheis

Marianne Selph

Paola Sensi-Isolani

Niran G. Shah

Natalie Slama

Peter & Ann Smith

Renee Solari

Emily Somberg

The Meltzer Family

Marty Suess

Monica Sullivan

Judith Tannenbaum

Sheila Tarbet

Patrick & Tracy Taylor

CharlesTaylor

The Kahn Kids

Patricia Trumbull

Kelly Walden  

Arthur & Susan Walenta

Dr. Andrew B. Wallach

Randy Schekman & 
Nancy Walls

David Weinstein & Mary Barkey

Teddy Li and Mei Lan Ye

Dave Zuckerman

In-Kind Donors
El Cerrito Royale

Fat Apples Restaurant &
Bakery

Karol Doi Designs

Pegasus Books 

Kira & Reece Halpern

Ed & Sharon Harris

Marcia K. Hataye 
   In memory of Grace MacNeill

Mollie Hazen

Kathy & Jerry Hicks

Joni Hiramoto & Peter Baker

J. Hirano

Ben Hoban

Matilde R. Hollander
   In memory of Grace MacNeill

Robert J. Hrubes

Tsun-feng L. Huang

Kathleen Hunt

Arlon J. & Donna Hunt

Glen Price & Rita Huybrechts

Alan Kaplan

Paul & Jenny Keith

Nancy Kelley

Lynne Kessler

Jenny K

Barry & Delianne Koops

Bob & Judy Kridle 

Hale Kronenberg

Pansy Kwong, M.D.

Norman LaForce & Mingli Wang

Delfina Laidig

Susan Lambert

Leilani Lau

Mike Leach

TP & J. Lee

Yan & Muriel Linhart

Tracey Logan

Sharlene Loretz

Andrea Lucas

Scott Lyons & Rebecca
Benassini

Eve A. Ma

Bonnie MacKenzie

Julia Madden

Constance & Richard Mank

Michele Mantynen

Gerald S. Martin

Lisa Martinengo

Juku

Alan Lazere & Toni Mayer

Gregg L. Mayer & Co, Inc.

Mary & Joe McKenzie

Dawn Merkes

Dwight & Gloria Merrill

Peter Meyer

The Mikaelian Family

Connie J. Miller

Rebecca Miller

Pearson Miller & Laurie Kossof

Diane J. Mintz

Jon Mires

George & Linda Moss

Lisa Motoyama & Michael 

Zwiebach

Linda & Michael O'Connor

Beatrice O'Keefe

Rochelle Pardue-Okimoto

Wayne & Annie Organ

Alexandra Orologas

Joanna Klaseen Pace 

Gale & Julie Pokorny

Gene & Margaret Pokorny

Steven H. Price

Gabriel Quinto & Glen Nethecut

Paul Radosevich & Elise
Thomas

Helen Read

Leslie Reckler

Red Door Upholstery

Ann Riley

Scott Robinson

Linda Rose

We apologize for any omissions or 
mistakes in this listing. Please 
s e n d  a n y  c o r r e c t i o n s  t o 
info@eclibraryfoundation.org and 
let us know how you wish to be 
listed.



continuing stream of library air quality data to the 
Purpleair.com Air Quality Map which displays the 
current data from all Purple Air Quality Sensors 
throughout West Contra Costa County. To get to 
this AQ map go to:

           https://tinyurl.com/PurpleProtector  

and then click on the circle displayed on the EC 
Library site to see the air-quality inside the EC 
Library. The higher the Air Quality Index (AQI) 

6

 Because of the thick smoke and ash filled 
air in El Cerrito resulting from the raging forest 
fires in northern California in late 2020 and early 
2021, Heidi requested that the ECLF fund 
procurement of a Purple Air Quality Sensor that 
would enable library staff to track air quality inside 
the library. The Foundation readily agreed to do so.

 As a result, our library now has a PurpleAir 
PA-I-Indoor optical air particle counter mounted 
on the front counter above the indoor book return 
slot. 

 While this air-quality sensor provides 
library staff the ability to continually monitor air 
quality inside the library, it also uploads a 

A "Purple Protector !”
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value, the greater the level of air pollution and the 
greater the health hazard. For example, an AQI 
value of 50 or below represents good air quality, 
while an AQI value over 100 represents hazardous 
air quality (from www.airnow.gov).

 With this current air-quality information, 
anyone with a health condition that would be 
exacerbated by bad air-quality condition can check 
to see if a trip to the library would be hazardous to 
them.

About the ECLF

El Cerrito library’s “PurpleAir” indoor optical air particle sensor en-
ables staff to track air quality inside the library. 

Lights, camera, microphone and tripods funded by the ECLF in 2021 to 
increase the quality of the library's increased virtual programming.

P
ho

to
 b

y 
L

ib
ra

ry
 s

ta
ff

 

is  a  community-based 501(c)(3) 
organization. From its beginning, the 
Board met in January, April, July, and 
October in the 3rd floor Community 
Room of the El Cerrito Royale, 6510 
Gladys Avenue. 

Since the state of CA issued its March 19, 
2020 Stay-at-Home directive, we have 
been meeting virtually with  Zoom. 

The next four Board meetings will be 
held at 7:00 pm on April 26, July 25, 
October  25  and January 24, 2023. 

The El Cerrito Library Foundation 
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Please wash 
and sanitize 
your hands

Please wear a 
face mask or 
face covering

Please maintain a 
safe distance of six 
feet from others

https://eclibraryfoundation.org/financial-statements/

ECLF quarterly Financial Statements

New Library Possible Near El Cerrito Plaza

 Since late 2020 BART and the City of El 
Cerrito have been working with BART developers 
Holliday Development and Satellite Affordable 
Housing Associates to explore construction of a 
transit-oriented, mixed-use development project 
on the current BART surface parking lots at the 
Plaza BART station.
 These partners are committed to working 
with the surrounding neighborhood while 
exploring the possible inclusion of a new El Cerrito 

library along Fairmount Avenue as an integral part 
of this project. 
 In 2021 the El Cerrito Library Foundation 
Board formally expressed its support for 
including a new library at this location and will be 
working in the months ahead to encourage a 
modern, full-service library with prominent street 
presence as a key part of this project.
 Having a new El Cerrito library at the Plaza 
station and between the station itself and the Plaza 
retail would fit nicely into what is increasingly 
becoming the new “Downtown” of  El Cerrito.
 Even though the Covid pandemic is 
slowing down many other activities, progress on 
planning this significant housing and commercial 
project is scheduled to move forward briskly in 
2022. 

To learn more about this opportunity go to:
 https://tinyurl.com/ECPlazaLibrary

 You can also learn more about the project  
from other links at this City of El Cerrito website 
as well as sign up to receive project updates from 
the City. 
 As the project takes shape the Library 
Foundation will also be sharing progress news on 
our website and in occasional emails to those of 
you who have shared email addresses with us.

Rendering of a possible library location taken from BART website and 
modified for emphasis.. 
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Help us create a safe, modern 
community library in El Cerrito.
Visit us online to see how you can help!

https://eclibraryfoundation.org/

PRESORTED
STANDARD

U.S. POSTAGE

OAKLAND, CA
PERMIT NO. 459

PAID

P.O. Box 2611
El Cerrito, CA  94530-5611

Visit our website
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Foundation Board Members:
Alan C. (Al) Miller.......President
Thomas Rogers ......... Vice President 
Mary Ann Jawili..........Financial Officer
Gary F. Pokorny .........Secretary 
Mark Figone ...............Member
Tracey Logan............. Member
Kateryn Ochoa........... Member
Tom Panas .................Member
Amy R. Rogers ..........Member
Golddie Williams........Member

Honorary Board Members:
Heidi Goldstein - Senior Community Library Mgr.
Michael A .  Fischer - EC  Designated  Library Comm.

The El Cerrito Library Foundation is a community-
based, non-profit organization developing support 
for creating and maintaining a modern public library 
in El Cerrito that will meet the learning, cultural, and 
recreational needs for persons of all ages. We 
believe that a great community library cannot be 
created with public funding alone.

ECLF MISSION STATEMENT 
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building a reserve.
 One of  the proposed savings was 

eliminating city funds for 11 additional open hours 

for the library. To make sure the City Council knew 

how much  the citizens of El Cerrito value these 

extra open hours and their library services overall, 

the El Cerrito Library Foundation, through its web 

site and e-List, encouraged all of you to attend 

various meetings and submit public comments 

showing your support. Your response and support 

were incredible and were instrumental in getting 

our City Council to change their first decision and 

restore funds to the budget to continue 46 hours per 

week library operation.
 As the City and BART are considering a 

new library for El Cerrito as a part of the BART 

Transit Oriented Development of the El Cerrito 

Plaza Bart Station, we ask all of you to become 

informed of this option and participate in any 

meetings at which a new library at BART Plaza site 

is discussed.  
 The ECLF will inform you when any BART 

or City of El Cerrito presentations or discussions 

will take place. If you are not already on our e-List 

to receive these notifications, please send your 

email address to us at:
info@eclibraryfoundation.org

From Our President continued from Page 1

 Also, see the article "New Library Possible 
Near El Cerrito Plaza" on page 7 for more 
information.
 We thank all of you for your continuing use 
of and support for our library. We also ask you to 
join us in thanking Heidi and all of her staff, for  
their extraordinary efforts and the professional way 
in which they provide library services to us.
 The ECLF also acknowledges and thanks 
you for the generous support you provide to us. We 
could not do anything without you.
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